ADOPTED - DECEMBER 13, 2016

AGENDA ITEM NO. 55
Introduced by the Law & Courts and Finance Committees of the:

INGHAM COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING CONTRACTS WITH ATTORNEYS FOR SERVICE ON MENTAL ILLNESS AND GENERAL PROBATE MATTERS

RESOLUTION # 16 – 552
WHEREAS, for many years the Probate Court has contracted with local attorneys to provide respondent legal representation services in involuntary mental illness (MI) matters and general Probate matters as well as respondent guardian ad litem (GAL) services; and

WHEREAS, the compensation to the attorneys providing MI attorney services ($10,300 per year), providing general Probate attorney services ($17,510 per year), and providing GAL services ($74,160) was increased by 3% last year to partly compensate for cost-of-living increases over the years; and

WHEREAS, Attorneys Michael Staake and William Metros have provided MI attorney services for several years, and Mr. Metros has indicated that he cannot continue providing these services next year, and the Probate Court would like Mr. Staake to continue providing such services in 2017; and attorneys Robert Refior and Elias Kafantaris have provided general Probate attorney and GAL services for several years and the Probate Court would like them to continue doing so in 2017; and

WHEREAS, for the 2017 GF budget, the Probate Court requested and received from the Board of Commissioners additional funds so as to increase each above contract amount by 3%, which translates into a $3,059 total increase over all three contracts ($309 for MI attorney services, with the new total of $10,609; $525 for general Probate attorney services, with the new total of $18,035; and $2,225 for GAL services, with a new total of $76,385).

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the Ingham County Board of Commissioners authorizes entering into contract with attorney Michael Staake for providing representation in involuntary mental illness attorney services up to $10,609 for the time period of January 1, 2017 through December 31, 2017.

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Ingham County Board of Commissioners authorizes entering into contracts with attorneys Robert Refior and Elias Kafantaris for providing representation in general Probate matters up to $18,035 as well as respondent guardian ad litem (GAL) attorney services up to $76,385 for the time period of January 1, 2017 through December 31, 2017.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Chairperson of the Ingham County Board of Commissioners is hereby authorized to sign any necessary contract documents on behalf of the County after approval as to form by the County Attorney.

LAW & COURTS:  Yeas:  Crenshaw, Celentino, Anthony, Banas, Schafer, Maiville

          Nays:  None     Absent:  Tsernoglou     Approved  12/01/2016
FINANCE:  Yeas:  Bahar-Cook, McGrain, Crenshaw, Schafer, Case Naeyaert

          Nays:  None     Absent:  Tennis, Anthony     Approved  12/07/2016
